UNIT 3: Public Argument

Assignment Goals:  

· Craft an argument aimed at a specific audience

· Develop the argument using medium beyond written text, demonstrating awareness of how to effectively manipulate visual and/or aural components for persuasion

· Design rhetorical strategies to effectively communicate the argument 
The Project: 

For this assignment, you will take what you’ve learned from the research paper and create a specific argument about your issue.  Visuals will play an important part in these arguments, so remember to take the strategies of visual rhetoric into consideration. Your argument can take one of the following forms:

*Video:  Think of what might be most effective in this video, considering your audience.  Would you like to include narrative, live interviews, drawings, background music, statistics?  Fully-developed videos are usually about four minutes long.

*Website: Think of how to effectively lay out information, how to create links, and how to incorporate visuals and/or music.  How do you want people to move through your design?  Make sure to be user-friendly and invoke ethos through your design.  You can use Google Sites, as we’ve discussed this in class, or you are welcome to use other web design programs. 


*Magazine Spread: Pay special attention to the relation between visual and textual elements as you arrange your page…think of how you want a person’s eye to move across your spread.  

*Other Genres: Please see me if you have an idea for why a different genre would be particularly effective for your argument.  I’m very open to creativity!
Your Audience: Your primary audience for this argument is the senior English class at Pueblo High School, so you should use what you know about your partner and the class to think about how to best adapt your argument for this context.  Your secondary audiences will include your instructor, classmates, and attendees at the Visual and Spatial Rhetoric Conference.  

Aspects to Consider:
Think about the genre: As it is said, “The Medium is the Message.”  What genre is best to choose for my particular argument?  What are effective examples of that genre?  How will you persuade your target audience through using the medium you have chosen?

Think about the context: What circumstances or current issues surround the controversy?    What outside influences might play a role in how your audience perceives your issue?

Decide on your purpose: Do you want to persuade your readers to be concerned about your topic?  Change the readers’ minds about a current viewpoint? Ask the readers to take action, or support a change you’re suggesting? How will you influence the community affected?

Decide how to present yourself:  As a writer, what kinds of information about yourself should you reveal to the reader to persuade them to listen to you?  Do you have any authority to speak on the issue? What examples, ideas or personal experiences could you include to help build your credibility?  

Consider your audience: How will you craft your argument to achieve your purpose with the high school students?  Why might some students disagree? What will they say? How will you respond? Imagine a conversation with those voices.  To make a convincing argument, you must recognize differing views on the issue. 

Think about your tone:  As you decide on appropriate style and language choices for your argument, keep in mind the readers you are trying to reach.  Will satire or humor move them? Will they “get it?”  Or would it be more appropriate to take a serious tone?  

Visual Elements to Remember:


Visual impact – The overall effect and appeal that a visual composition has on 

an audience.  What effect are you trying to create? 

 
Visual coherence – The extent to which visual elements of a composition are 

tied together with color, shape, image, lines of sight, theme, etc.   Why would you want your composition to be unified or disunified?  How will you unify your piece?

 
Visual salience – Importance or prominence of a visual element.  Why do you give prominence to certain elements? 

 
Visual organization – Pattern of arrangement that relates visual elements to one 

another in a way that makes them easier for readers/viewers to comprehend.  Are you directing how our eyes move across your piece in a purposeful way?

You should use at least 2 sources in the Public Argument.  You must use MLA documentation format to document your sources.

The Presentation:  You will be required to present your argument to the rest of the class or at the Visual Spatial Rhetoric showcase.  You will have 8-10 minutes to present (including video play time if you choose a video).  You should walk us through several of your choices and explain why you created your project the way you did considering the rhetorical situation.  Help me see the reasoning behind your work so I can give you credit for your thought—I will rely heavily on the presentation to help me appreciate and grade your work.  Also, remember to engage your audience of peers…how can you make this presentation interesting for them, as well?  Your presentation will be evaluated by several other members of the class, and you will also evaluate several of your classmates’ presentations.

You may work in pairs if you choose for this project, but my expectations of your finished project will be higher.  
